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availed himself freely of the investigations of others. In fact, he makes no 
claim that his conclusions are based upon original research upon his part. His 
treatment of the material so combined from various sources is intelligent and 
coherent, evidencing considerable thoroughness of analysis and reflection. 

The other three chapters have to do with the existing law relating to the 
organization of the grand jury, its powers and duties, and the transaction of its 
business. While they are less interesting to the general reader than the first 
chapter, they provide a convenient summary of legal principles for the use of 
the district attorney or the lawyer engaged in the trial of criminal causes. 

H. leb. s. 



The Preparation and Contest of Wills, with Plans of and Extracts 
from Important Wills. By Daniel S. Remsen. New York : Baker, Voor- 
his & Company. 1907. pp. xli, 839. 8vo. 

The ideals of the legal treatise and the legal manual are utterly diverse. The 
first must decide the effect of irretrievable facts, the second has the ordering of 
future action toward a desired end; one discusses results, the other causes. 
The present volume is a worthy example of the latter class. Since it is the 
duty of the author of such a work to avoid difficult questions of law, to keep so 
far from the edge of the precipice that its exact location does not greatly con- 
cern him, it is perhaps not so high a form of legal authorship as the other. It 
requires, however, what text-writing does not, — the power to foresee practical 
difficulties and to overcome them. This volume will be useful because it does 
show this fruit of experience, and because, while every man has access to the 
cases on which a manual is founded, no one but the man himself can impart 
what experience has taught him. Such a book must suggest and compare the 
possible ways of accomplishing definite testamentary objects, must direct atten- 
tion to all collateral circumstances that need consideration, and must warn the 
reader as to words which he might naturally use, but which cases show to be 
productive of uncertainty. These tasks are here well performed, and with no 
stint of labor. It is only to be regretted that in some cases the very exhaust- 
iveness as to detail has been allowed to crowd out the statement of underlying 
reasons necessary for intelligent application of principles. 

More than one-third of the book is devoted to extracts from important wills, 
and a close connection is preserved between the abstract statements of the text 
and the great variety of actual applications. The collection is further worth 
while because it gives in a convenient shape what is otherwise practically inac- 
cessible. The correlation of principles and practice is aided by an index which 
reasonably fulfills the requirements not only to direct the searcher to what he 
wants to find, but to remind him of what he has failed to consider, r. n. m. 
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